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Abstract

This project seeks to understand common 
intergenerational factors in faith transmission 
within Churches of  Christ by interviewing 
individuals within families that have 
remained in that fellowship for three or 
more generations. Using a triangulation of  
perspectives and methods, the researchers 
seek insights from families from different 
geographic, ethnic, family forms, and 
educational backgrounds. 

Sample selection: As a purposive, intensive 
sample, faithfulness to the tradition of  Churches of  
Christ is a strong trait of  these families without their 
faith practices having become unique or exceptional. 
This study requires that all participants regardless 
of  which generation (1) are willing to participate in 
this study, (2) are adults with the liberty to choose 
where and whether to pursue faith and (3) have 
adequate possession of  their faculties of  recall and 
communication. Since each family requires the consent 
of  at least three persons, it is necessary to limit this 
research to those families where this is possible. 
Although multi-generational faith-resilient families 
are not uncommon, families that meet these more 
stringent requirements are rarer. Purposeful sampling 
helps achieve the desired diversity in socio-economic 
status, geographic location, and ethnicity. For the 
purpose of  contrast and locating confirming and 
disconfirming cases,  the researchers will include some 
families having experienced a later generation (or part 
thereof) leaving this fellowship. 

Questionnaire 
Instruments

Sample Semi-structured Interview Questions

What are the earliest memories you have of  prayer in your family?
What are the most important things your parents did to help shape your faith?
What are the things you do that keep you close to God?
What was the most important thing you did (are doing, will do) to help your chil-

dren find their own faith?
What are some times in your family’s history where faith made the biggest differ-

ence?
Think about a time when your family dealt with change and conflict. How did 

your family handle that?
How do you see God differently from your parents? How the same? 
If  your grandchild asked you to tell them the story of  your walk with God, how 

would you tell that story?
Ideally, what would the congregation among which your great-grandchildren wor-

shiped be like?
What congregation has seemed most like home to you? Why?
If  you could change the church in positive ways to be more like the church de-

scribed by the Bible, what would you change?

the annals will be a record which congregations in what 
physical locations that respondents have attended during 
their lifetime, as well as significant community roles, 
spiritual events, and mentoring relationships that have 
coincided with those locations. Central to the project 
are semi-structured interviews with at least one member 
of  each of  three generations of  faith within the family. 
The interview process is structured around a set of  
questions designed to help the respondent describe their 
experience of  their spiritual formation. 

The method: The researchers will help the participants 
describe faith conversations in their families by helping 
them through three separate processes. The three methods 
they will use are questionnaires, documents, and interviews. 
The questionnaires are a battery of  measures that produce 
information describing each participant’s unique faith. The 
researchers will evaluate two historical documents produced 
by the families participating in the study: (1) a genogram that 
describes relationships within the family and (2) an annal 
of  the family’s spiritual and church life. Among other facts, 
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Questionnaire

Historical 
documents

Semi-
structured 
interview

Generation 1
Grandparent

Elder

Generation 
3

Offspring
Gen X, Y

Generation 
2

Parent
Boomer

Year Location Congregation Roles Friends, mentors Family members Events
1976 Oklahoma City, OK Village none other students Ron, Ann; Terri (Ann's sister) Ron and Ann meet, date and become engaged

1977 Duncan, OK Eastside Bible class teacher
Phyllis Morgan, Kim and 
Pam Ford Ron and Ann marry and move to Duncan

1979 Tulsa, OK Garnett Bible class teachers
Marvin Phillips, Wallace 
Kelly Ron, Ann, Ben Ben is born, family moves to Tulsa

1981 Oklahoma City, OK Quail Springs Bible class teacher
Steve and Eileen Carlson, 
Ronnie White Ron, Ann, Ben Move to Oklahoma City

1981 Fort Worth, TX Richland Hills Bible class teachers Bells, Jacksons, Willbanks Ron, Ann, Ben
1983 Deacon Craig and Pam Meador Ron, Ann, Ben, Lauren Lauren is born; Ron becomes a deacon

1988 Richardson, TX Waterview Bible class teacher
Robert Oglesby, Sr.; Les 
Gleaves Ron, Ann, Ben, Lauren

1989 Duncan, OK Eastside
Bible class teachers, Youth 
committee

Morgans, Davises, 
Normans, Fords

Ron, Ann, Ben, Lauren, Bailey; 
Nathan and Lindsey (Ron's nephew 
and niece)

Move to Duncan, Bailey is born, Ron is added to youth 
committee

1990 Deacon of youth
Tomberlins, Stoughs, 
Frosts, Tylers, Dickeys

Ron becomes deacon; elders recruit Bruners for YM; 
they decline; Bruners begin LTC work

1991 Buntleys, Braggs Ben is baptized at Eastside

1994
Ron ‐ Part‐time youth and 
family minister Greggs (Chisholm)

1995

Ron ‐ full‐time Youth and 
Family; Ann ‐ part‐time 
church secretary

Lauren is baptized at Lu‐Jo; Bruners begin working with 
others to form Great Plains LTC; Ann becomes GPLTC 
Adminstrator

1997
Tylers, Dickeys, 
Tomberlins leave

Nathan and Lindsey move to 
Houston; Ben leaves for OC

Ron becomes board member at Camp Lu‐Jo and is on 
advisory board of Christian Homes of Abilene

1998
January ‐ Ron starts grad work at OC; December ‐ Ron 
leaves YM at Eastside

1999 Hollis, OK Hollis Bible class teacher Ron, Ann, Lauren, Bailey Ron begins work at Westview Boys' Home
2000 Robinsons, Cornetts Ben marries Tara

2001

Ron is asked to be an elder 
periodically; declines to avoid 
conflict of interest Fosters Lauren leaves for OC Bailey is baptized at Lu‐Jo

2004 Ron, Ann, Bailey
Ben, Tara, Bailey, Ann, Ron, and Nathan build ropes 
course at Camp Lu‐Jo 

2005 Methenys Lauren marries Andrew

2008 Birneys, Roarks, Owens Bailey leaves for OC Kate is born to Ben and Tara in Edmond

2010 Hollis, OK Childress Bible class teacher
Hendersons, Carters, 
Manguses, Marises Ron, Ann

Ron finishes Dmin; the Westview family moves to the 
Childress church; Hudson is born to Ben and Tara in 
Searcy

2011 Lily is born to Lauren and Andrew in Temple, TX

A Family Annal
for the Bruner Family

Demographics (age, gender, geographic, 
race, socio-economic, vocation, education) 

Attachment to God Inventory - 28 items, 2 
scales

Parental Bonding Instrument - 25 items, 2 
scales

Religious Emphasis Scale - 10 items, 1 
scale

Christian Orthodoxy Scale - 24 items, 1 
scale

Multidimensional Quest Orientation Scale -
62 items, 9 scales

Genogram

Family
Annals
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American Psychological Association. 
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A Study in Progress

Observations thus far:

Attitudes and Beliefs
• The general trend of  individuals is a view of  God 
that changes over time to see deity as more gracious

• The data from the Christian Orthodoxy Scale (COS) 
reveals that this particular sample tends to have fairly 
orthodox doctrinal beliefs within a fairly narrow range

• The eldest generation tends to have the lowest (least 
orthodox) COS scores; this may be the result of  doc-
trinal stances particular to the Churches of  Christ

• Although older generations tend to be the most con-
servative doctrinally, some G1 respondents are aware 
that overly conservative stances could negatively af-
fect their grandchildren, and consequently take more 
inclusive doctrinal stances

Behavior
• It may be that transient behavior has a negative rela-
tionship to faith fellowship loyalty

• The physical distance separating generations will have 
an inverse effect on doctrinal coherence, faith fellow-
ship loyalty, and possibly on faith resiliency itself

Practices
• Although prayer at the table and individual study of  
Scripture are common, family devotionals are not 

• Attendance at nearly all church functions is common
• Observed practices (praying, reading Scripture) tend 
to have a fairly high impact on younger generations

• For these families there is a strong connection be-
tween practice and identity: “this is who we are”

• The sharing of  faith or conversion stories between 
generations in this fellowship is not common

Roles
• There is a tendency for matriarchs and patriarchs to 
exert a multi-generational influence over family faith; 
thus far, matriarchs are more common

• Positive same-gender models have a strong positive 
correlation with faith fellowship loyalty, especially par-
ents or grandparents as role models

Ecclesiology
• Smaller congregations tend to better facilitate forma-
tion of  life-long intergenerational relationships

• Larger congregations tend to provide more possibili-
ties for numerous peer relationships

• It may be that the number of  congregations one has 
attended in one’s life (within limits) tends to describe 
the number of  degrees of  freedom one allows the 
church to have in shaping its identity and practice

• Although youth growing up in a congregation tend 
to see the church like a loving family, many discover 
(as they mature into youth) that the church is flawed, 
forcing them to reframe their view of  the church as a 
collection of  humans that make mistakes, while pre-
serving a positive attitude toward God 

Conclusions
• There is no one factor or force that solely empowers 
resiliency of  faith, but clusters of  positive and nega-
tive factors in tension

• At any given point in time, regression, stasis, or prog-
ress are a function of  the current balance of  forces


