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John Thompson attended OC in the 1970s, during which he served as the school’s first African-American student body president and won the Outstanding History Student award.  He went on to complete his M.A. at the University of Oklahoma and his Ph.D. at Purdue University.  Following the completion of his doctorate, John returned to the campus he loved so much, OC.  Dr. Thompson was a longtime Professor of History at the University, serving as a faculty member from 1980 through 2008.  During his tenure at OC, Dr. Thompson came to be one of the most loved and admired faculty members on campus.  He displayed a passion and commitment to his students and to this university that was unsurpassed.  He earned the University’s Gaylord Chair of Distinguished Teaching in 1998 and was awarded the “2nd Mile Award,” which recognizes faculty and staff who have committed to going “above and beyond expectations in service to students,” in the spring of 2008.  Late in his career he persevered to overcome chronic illnesses, often teaching classes from his hospital bed via telephone.  Nearly as passionate about his field as his students, Dr. Thompson was an expert in African-American history, African civilization, the Civil War and many other related topics.  President Mike O’Neal said that John Thompson epitomized servant leadership and was a model for all OC faculty and staff.  “He was truly dedicated to the students and was deeply concerned about their spiritual wellbeing, as well as academics.”  Dr. John Thompson passed away on December 12, 2008.

The John Thompson Memorial Scholarship Fund

The fund is intended to provide scholarships for students majoring in the Department of History and Political Science who display academic excellence and a commitment to personal growth.  Special consideration will be given to student applicants from an ethnic minority background.  Although the department hopes eventually to offer 4 scholarships renewable for up to 4 years, funding currently allows for 1 scholarship.    POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION:  MARCH 8


I. PERSONAL 
Name in full___________________________________________ Date ___________
                        (Last)                                                                    (First)
Home Address ____________________________________ Phone (___)__________
                         Street                        City                         State            Zip
E-Mail_________________________________________________________

Church Preference __________________________________Member ___Yes ___No

Name and address of Home Congregation __________________________________

Applied for OC Admission ___Yes ___No

Which major within the department do you expect to pursue?  
___ Social Studies Education ___ History ___ History/Pre-Law ___Political Science

	Ethnic status (optional) ________________________________________________
II. HIGH SCHOOL
Name of School _____________________________________________________________________
Phone (___)________________Address__________________________________________
High School GPA ___________ Number in graduating class _____ Your Rank _____
Date of Graduation __________________ ACT or SAT Composite Score _________

Please list all classes you’ve taken in history, government and geography. _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Have you participated in History Day, Citizen Bee or other academic competition?  If yes, please give details. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please list all extracurricular activities, clubs, etc., both in and out of school, in which you have been involved. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR TRANSCRIPT.

PLEASE ATTACH A WRITING SAMPLE.  This can be a book review, research paper or an essay.  This should be a copy of your original, as we cannot return this sample.

III. REFERENCES
1. Please have your social studies teacher write a letter of recommendation and send it directly to the Department of History and Political Science.  The letter should address your academic abilities, potential for growth, and personal qualities which would contribute to success at OC.

2. Please have your youth minister, preacher or an elder write a letter of recommendation and send it directly to the Department of History and Political Science.  The letter should address your character, potential for growth, and personal qualities which would contribute to success at OC.

Mail application and other materials to:
DR. JOHN MAPLE, CHAIR
	DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY & POLITICAL SCIENCE
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 11000
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  73136-1100
405-425-5454
