R.A.M. Application

   Summer Missions 2014
You can submit your application by email to: Jim Weaver at: raministries@live.com. 
Individual Information:

Name ______________________________ Age _____ Date of Birth ______________

Current Address ____________________ City ____________State ____ Zip ________

Phone Number ______________________   Email_______________________________

Home Church ___________________________

Contact Information:

Parents Name _____________________ Phone Number __________________________ Address __________________________ City ______________ State ____ Zip________

Medical Information:

Insurance Company ____________________________  Policy Number _____________

Policy Holder’s Social Security Number_______________________________________

Allergies and/or other Medical Conditions _____________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________  
List any medications you are currently taking: __________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Person _______________________ Phone Number _____________

Please provide three references (who are not family):
Name



      Relationship


       Phone

1)

2)

3)

Please respond to the following questions.  Use the back of the page or additional paper if necessary.  

1. What strengths would you contribute to our R.A.M. Summer Missions team(s)? 
2. Jesus said in John 17:3 – “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” What does it mean to “know” God?

3. What defines a disciple of Jesus Christ?
4. In what area(s) do you want to experience the greatest spiritual growth as a result of participating in this mission effort?  Why?
Some Qs & As
When does our Summer Mission begin and end?  
Our Summer Rural Missions typically begin in mid-May and last for four intense, life-changing weeks.  We are praying and hoping for two of our recruits (one male and one female) to stay on at Cordell as interns for an additional 6 weeks. 
What will we be doing?  
Jesus’ ministry was a combination of evangelism, discipleship and serving others. Your ministry as a R.A.M. team member will model the same. Working alongside the ministers and members of your host congregation, you will daily have the opportunity to experience ministry first-hand.  Every week we will have some type of outreach event or activity to meet kids, teenagers and young adults.  You will be involved in community service projects and have multiple opportunities to mentor and disciple the younger Christians. Team members working in Cordell will be counselors at the Cordell Christian camp which the 4th & College Church of Christ hosts every year for the kids of Cordell.  Last year our team helped the Burns Flat Church of Christ host a VBS in their community.  It was a huge success with 70 first-time visitors coming the first night!  We may help conduct similar events next summer in the same community or others.

While you will be actively ministering to others, you also will be ministered to.  You will have several opportunities to be personally discipled and mentored in individual and group settings.  You will participate in weekly discipleship groups that will explore the teaching of the Kingdom as revealed in the Gospels and how that applies to our lives as disciples of Jesus today.  You will have opportunity every day to reflect and record through private devotions and journaling the spiritual insights of your rural missions experience. If you are an Oklahoma Christian University student you will have the option of earning college credit for your participation in RAM. 
At the heart of your involvement will be the building of relationships with children, adolescents and other adults, and through those relationships, showing them the genuine love of Jesus.
Where will we be staying? RAM participants will stay in the homes of members of host congregation. Your housing will be rent free, but some of the funds you raise will go towards utility expenses.  

How much does it cost? Estimated cost is $125.00 per week.  You will have this allotted to you each week for such expenses as food (although there will be several meals eaten together as a church and at ministry events), gas & vehicle maintenance, utilities, personal needs & spending money. Total cost of a 4 week mission is approximately $500.00. Students who wish to raise additional funds towards school expenses in the Fall are free to do so.
What should I pack?  Try to pack light since you will be having roommates throughout the summer in somewhat tight quarters.  Bring some clothes for work, some for play, some for classic summer camp, and of course important personal items.  Bring your 
Bible and a notebook/computer for textual and personal studies, as well as all necessary materials to aid in preparation for teaching classes, preaching, leading worship, etc.  

What should I not pack?  Anything you would be heartbroken to lose.  This includes, but is not limited to, family heirlooms, expensive jewelry, and electronics.  Anything you choose to bring is your responsibility and will not be replaced if lost or stolen.  

How do I pay?  We would prefer your monetary support be in check form.  Have donors make checks payable to the 4th & College Church of Christ and put RAM and student’s name in memo line.  Donors will receive a receipt.  Mail to:

4th & College Church of Christ
Att: R.A.M.
501 N. College

Cordell, OK 73632   
How can I access money while serving on my mission?  Team members will receive a weekly allotment of funds to cover their expenses for that week. If you have need for additional funds we recommend that you bring an ATM card.  It will be unlikely that your bank is represented in the communities where you will be working.  We do have a MidFirst bank in Cordell, but most of the other banks are not statewide or nationwide.     
How and when will I know if I have been accepted as a member of the team?
During the Fall and Winter months we will be offering students opportunities to participate in “Crosspoint” events in Cordell and some of the surrounding communities.  Crosspoints are short trips, either on a weeknight or weekend to participate with the church in a service/outreach project or special worship activity; a taste of the summer 4 week missions! During these excursions you will have an opportunity to be a part of the ministry of the church, become acquainted with the congregation, and build close relationships with other student participants.  We expect that from these experiences you will decide whether you wish to make a commitment to joining a team for a 4 week summer mission.  Students interested in 4 week summer missions must complete the application and submit it for consideration before being accepted.
What are your rules of behavior while participating in RAM’s  Summer Missions?
Your participation in RAM’s Summer Missions is a very unique opportunity to affect eternal change in the lives of people in the rural communities of America. You have incredible power of influence for good or bad. Every participant is urged to give sober and prayerful consideration to the magnitude of their example. Your conduct can be the difference in someone deciding to follow Jesus and finding true life or rejecting Him. Christian maturity is always mindful of this weight of responsibility. So whether it is your language, how you dress, your conduct between members of the opposite sex, or anything else, remember Jesus’ words, “And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.  But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” Let this guide your conduct at all times.
If you have additional questions, feel free to email Jim Weaver at raministries@live.com or call: 405.615.8792.
 
